
 

The Community Development Block 
Grant Program (CDBG) was en-
acted into law as part of the 1974 
Housing Act and began operations 
in 1975.  It is an entitlement pro-
gram that provides grants to eligi-
ble jurisdictions.  CDBG’s main pur-
pose is to provide decent, safe and 
sanitary housing, a suitable living 
environment and economic opportu-
nities to low- and moderate-income 
(defined as households not exceed-
ing 50% of the median income area) 
and moderate-income (defined as 
less than 80% of the area median 
income) people. 
To this day, CDBG remains the 
principal source of revenue for lo-
calities to utilized in devising flexi-
ble and comprehensive neighbor-
hood strategies to prevent physical, 
economic and social deterioration in 
lower-income neighborhoods and 
communities throughout the nation.  
Some examples of CDBG activities 
in Long Branch are: 
 
♦ Community Gardens 

♦ Senior Citizen Activities 

♦ Youth Activities 

♦ Aid to Non-Profits 

♦ Crime Awareness 

♦ Improvements to the Library 

♦ Redevelopment 

♦ First-Time Homebuyers Assis-

tance 

♦ Parks Improvement and Devel-

opment 

♦ Sidewalk, Street and Parking 

Lot Improvements 

 
CDBG funds are often mixed with 
other federal and local program 
funds.  As a result, the actual im-
pact of CDBG monies may be un-
der-represented or unknown.  Too 
many citizens are unaware that 
they are seeing CDBG dollars at 
work throughout their communities 
every day. 

THE FOUNDATION 
What is CDBG?  Who Benefits? 
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30 YEARS AND COUNTING: 
KEEPING THE CDBG PROGRAM ALIVE 

I n the past your years, and specifi-
cally in this, the year directly follow-
ing wonderful celebrations of the 
30th anniversary of the CDBG Pro-

gram, there is evidence of a system-
atic attack on HUD’s budget, its pro-
grams, and most notably on the CDBG 
program.  At no time in the program’s 
30 year history have we experienced 
such a directed, pre-meditated assault 
from the Administration on this very 
popular program.  The Office of Man-
agement and Budget has reviewed and 
rated the CDBG program as 
“ineffective, not deeply targeted 
enough”, and claims that its mission is 
too broad and therefore its perform-
ance cannot be proven to justify its 
continued existence.  Many see the 
program as having outlived its useful-
ness and that it is time for it to go the 
way of other programs.  We know this 
is not true. 
 
Fiscal Year 2005 will be the fourth 
year in a row that the program has 
received a cut.  In the FY 2005 
Budget, CDBG formula levels are at the 
lowest in a decade.  It is also the 
fourth year in which the federal budget 
will operate in a deficit and it appears 
likely that the President will propose 
more cuts to HUD’s budget, particu-

larly within the CDBG program. 
 
There is some good news.  The CDBG 
program is very well supported by 
members of Congress on both sides of 
the aisle.  It is due to Congressional 
support that the Section 108 Business 
Loan Program was saved, even though 
the President requested its elimination.  
CDBG is a program that must justify its 
continuation, with reliable data, which 
shows that it performs in a manner 
that the President supports.  Pres-
ently, we don’t have this type of data.  
This is why we often ask questions and 
conduct surveys. 
 
More and more the data generated 
from the program indicates that CDBG 
is meeting its goals and objectives at 
higher levels than are required by law 
or regulation.  It is a shining example 
of what a domestic program ought to 
be; a program with broad national ob-
jectives that include a myriad of flexible 
activities, all of which are determined 
through a citizen participation process.  
CDBG is a proven program that can 
and will meet the performance and jus-
tification tests.  It has done so, and 
done well for more than 30 years.  
Apparently, this is not good enough.  If 
we can’t convince the President, then 

we must go to Congress.  
 
Our Congressman must hear us loud 
and clear about the importance the 
CDBG Program plays in Long Branch.  
Political upheaval and wars in distant 
lands should not take precedence over 
the continued viability of communities 
such as Long Branch.  CDBG is the 
backbone of community development 
here in Long Branch as well as 
throughout the rest of the nation.  We 
must work especially hard to stem the 
tide that is leading to more cuts to the 
best domestic stimulus program ever 
created, CDBG. 
 
The goal of National Community Devel-
opment Week is to encourage those 
who benefit from the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant Program to com-
municate with their Congressmen and 
their locally elected officials about how 
important CDBG is in their lives and 
the success of their communities. 
 
Here in Long Branch, we are very for-
tunate that our local administration 
understands the need for the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant and is 
100% supportive of the efforts to con-
tinue its funding. 

CONCLUSION 

FY 2002 was the first year in a decade 
that the national CDBG program formula 
allocation received a decrease in funding, 
which seems to have caused a trend.  This 
past funding cycle showed the biggest 
decrease in more than a decade.  Pres-
ently, FY 20006 does not hold much 
promise of better things to come.  We 

strongly encourage our elected officials, 
community development agencies and 
non-profit service providers to work 
harder than ever to press upon our Con-
gressman the important role CDBG plays 
in our community. 
 
Community Development advocates shall 

achieve the long-term goal of expanding 
the nationwide support of the most suc-
cessful domestic program which dem-
onstrates performance every day, by 
creating strong families, vibrant com-
munities and a better nation for all. 
 
Together, we can do this! 
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CDBG FUNDING THROUGH THE YEARS 

Year* Funding Program Income** 

1985 $567,000  

1989 $510,000  

1990 $499,000  

1991 $560,000  

1992 $609,000  

1993 $621,000  

1994 $678,000  

1995 $728,000  

1996 $716,000 $18,597.63 

1997 $718,000  

1998 $674,000 $13,363.68 

1999 $678,000 $10,154.18 

2000 $684,000 $5,611.65 

2001 $702,000 $4,926.56 

2002 $670,000 $17,236.42 

2003 $623,000 $18,819.23 

2004 $617,000  

2005 $587,456  

Total $11,441,456 $88,709 
*     There are no records of any allocations received during 1986, 1987 or 1988. 
**   Program Income is generated through loan repayments (from the old Project 

Re-STORE program, and by repayment of expenses reimbursed by other 

CDBG Allocations to  
Long Branch 
1985—2005 

Property Acq./Demo ....................$10,200.00 
Property Imp/Demo/Remed ....... $180,680.31 
Total .......................................... $190,880.31 
Public Facilities ......................... $437,761.63 
Senior Center Upgrades ..............$38,850.01 
Youth Center (Rec) Upgrades ........$8,865.00 
Bucky James/Library Upgrades $100,694.24 
Parks Imp/Dev ........................... $510,993.25 
Parking Study .............................$14,844.76 
Road Repairs ...............................$59,197.78 
Sidewalk/Street/Parking Lot ..... $608,529.08 
HA Day Care Center Equip ...........$1,896.13 
Debt Service .............................. $200,120.65 
Community Health center ..............$2,446.50 
Total ....................................... $1,984,199.03 
Public Services (General) .............$75,168.72 
Senior Activities ............................$2,224.70 
Recreation/Youth Activities .........$13,683.34 
Job Training at HA ......................$12,601.71 
Crime Awareness ....................... $522,483.99 
Child Care Training (HA) ...............$2,000.00 
First-Time Homebuyer ................$33,000.00 
Grants—Civic Groups ....................$3,178.68 
ADA Rehab at City Hall ..............$24,086.78 
Total .......................................... $664,341.14 
First Time Homebuyer .................$38,420.85 
Single-Family Home Rehab ....... $325,674.07* 
Rehab Admin. Safe Housing .........$25,832.87 
Code Enforcement ..................... $214,944.30 
Total .......................................... $604,871.09 
Economic Development .............. $295,784.06 
Redevelopment .......................... $158,999.42 
Business Loans/Redevelopment ...$62,929.54 
Economic Development .............. $659,479.89 
Total ....................................... $1,177,192.88 
Planning and Admin ................ $1,614,918.77 
 

*Includes Painting, Special Needs, Weatheri-
zation and Administration 

 

How Long Branch has used the money 



The City of Long Branch celebrates National Community Development Week, March 28—April 3, 2005 
Page 4 

Low and Moderate 
Income Zones in 
Long Branch. 
 
CDBG Dollars can be 
spent in these areas. 


