 The Regular Meeting of the Long Branch City Council was held on Tuesday, February 13, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 344 Broadway, Long Branch, New Jersey.

 

PRESENT:

 
Dr. Mary Jane Celli, Councilwoman; Anthony Giordano, Councilman; Brian Unger, Councilman; David G. Brown, Council Vice President; Michael DeStefano, Council President

 
OTHERS PRESENT:

 
Mayor Adam Schneider; James G. Aaron, City Attorney; Howard Woolley, Business Administrator; Irene A. Joline, City Clerk

ABSENT:

Ronald Mehlhorn, Finance Director
The pledge of allegiance was recited and certification was read.

PRESENTATION:  Mayor Schneider and Jacob Jones made a presentation to the Long Branch Explorers and Team Jump Off.

A presentation then took place for the plans for Pier Village Phase II by the Architect with Applied. 

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:

January 23, 2007
Motion by Councilperson Giordano seconded by Councilperson Celli to approve the minutes of January 23, 2007 was carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL CONSIDERATION

#2-07 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LONG BRANCH IN MONMOUTH COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 45 ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT” OF THE CITY OF LONG BRANCH GENERAL ORDINANCES (INTRODUCED:  JANUARY 23, 2007)

 A motion by Councilperson Celli to open the public hearing on said ordinance was seconded by Councilperson Giordano.   

 
After ample time was given and no one responded, a motion by Councilperson Celli to close the hearing was seconded by Councilperson Giordano.

       A motion was made by Councilperson Celli, seconded by Councilperson Giordano to adopt on third and final reading was carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5      
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION:  Public hearing February 27, 2007
None

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

              A motion by Councilperson Unger to open the public portion of the meeting was seconded by Councilperson Celli. 

Austin Gelzer – 385 Ocean Boulevard

Spoke regarding handicap accessibility for disabled Long Branch residents and action that needs to be taken to comply with the ADA laws of NJ.

Avery Grant – 405 Atlantic Avenue

Commended the police on an issue with a break and entry.

Harold Cooper – 113 South 7th Avenue

Spoke regarding First amendment rights and public speaking.

Mr. Aaron stated that the resolution was R46 and if anyone has any questions about this that deals with Pier Village Phase II then they can ask it.

Bill Nordahl – 67 Marine Terrace Apt. 3

Spoke regarding the fact that his landlord was selling the home he lives in and friendly condemnation.  Went on to speak about moderate income, mid income and first time homebuyers units.  

Kevin Brown – 167 Broadway

Spoke R46-07 and how it will use eminent domain and condemnation.  Spoke regarding the assessment going on in the City.  Asked if Mr. McGuire’s appraisal from a year ago is still valid or will it adjust upward as the assessment did?

Mr. Aaron stated that the matter is in litigation and will not be discussed and not answered at the public portion.  If you want to have your attorney call me, I will be more than happy to discuss it with him.  

Went on to speak about the lack of trust in Long Branch government.

Anna DeFaria – Marine Terrace

Spoke regarding Albert Viviano.  He was a wonderful man.  He lived in MTOTSA for over 70 years.  He never gave up the fight.  Asked if everyone could stand for a moment of silence in respect for Mr. Viviano.

Denise Hoagland – 68 Ocean Terrace

On behalf of being a neighbor to Mr. Viviano, he was an incredible person and highly regarded as a role model by my children.  With regards to 46-07, I thought we weren’t going to put all our eggs in one basket and it seems you’ve put a lot of eggs into Greg Russo’s basket.  Regarding the taxes, it shouldn’t be a surprise the assessments went up.  With regards to R30-07, what was the deciding decision to choose Mazza? 

Mr. Giordano stated that there was an option for a second year that was cheaper then the two-year contract.  

Mr. Woolley stated that it was awarded as an open bid and one of the conditions was that there was the ability to extend the contract one year.  

Mrs. Hoagland spoke regarding an article in the newspaper recently about the Mayor stating he still wants to pursue settlement negotiations with the property owners.  The City has not approached us at all.  

The Mayor stated that at a meeting Mr. Wegner was asked on several occasions to supply the information that he said he needed to supply to us so we could continue with the settlement negotiations.  He has not done so despite numerous requests to do so.  If Mr. Wegner at any point gives us what he says he will give us, which he says he has to get from his clients, we will be glad to continue with the negotiations.  If he chooses not to then we are glad to continue with the legal proceedings.  

Donna Peterson – 104 Rockwell Avenue

Asked Mr. Giordano, did you say at one time that Broadway had to be revitalized?  

Mr. Giordano – Yes.  

Asked Mr. DeStefano if the City had a non-profit organization or a fiber optic network in Long Branch?

Mr. DeStefano stated no, not that he is aware of.

Asked if Hovnanian done any projects for Long Branch.

Mr. Giordano stated that they were the designated developer for Beachfront South and they are a subsidiary that joint ventured with Applied and Beachfront North.

Went on to speak about reverse mortgages.

Tonya Badillo – 118 Joline Avenue

Went on record to thank Ingrid Bruck of the Long Branch Library, Carl Jennings of the Long Branch Recreation Department, Mayor and Council for helping Team Jump Off work with the YMCA to bring the National Black and Latino achievers program to the Library.  Thanked the City for helping with that and it means a lot.

Marco Diaz – 99 Garfield Court

Sent respects to the people of MTOTSA on their loss and to Tonya Badillo for her achievements as Team Jump Off.  I want my resolution on for the next meeting for support and support Mr. Austin in his endeavors.  

Marshall Culver – 449 Broadway

Spoke regarding the closeness of the buildings, Le Club to the ocean.  (Pier Village)  Asked about the pool that was proposed a number of years back.  I would like it to be built but in no connection with the Board of Education.  Spoke regarding the assessment.  Thank you.

After no one else responded, a motion was made to close the public portion by Councilperson Celli, seconded by Councilperson Giordano.

RESOLUTIONS:

On file in the Clerks Office and the City’s Web-Site

R44, 45, 46 taken separately.

R44-07 regarding payment of bills – Ayes 5 with the exception of Ansell Zaro Grimm and Aaron which Councilman Unger votes no on.

R45-07 Releasing Guarantees for Kelly Builders – Ayes 4, Abstain 1 Giordano

R46-07 Pier Village II – Ayes 5  

Dr. Celli – Yes.

Mr. Giordano stated he is looking forward to the second phase of Pier Village, phase I has been very successful and I expect phase II to be the same if not better.

Mr. Unger stated that he was voting yes as stated before only on the condition that my colleagues have decided to work towards additional and affordable and workforce housing above and beyond what the developers already contributed to the City and that would be in Phase II where there’s going to be quite a bit housing.  The reason I did not, I decided to vote yes on Phase II is that he already has final site plan approval and it seems unreasonable to make him go back to square one and I also wanted to add that the property that is condemned is basically although maybe not technically it’s a friendly condemnation.  They want to sell, they agreed to move.  It’s a matter of monetary negotiation and in that case I will vote yes.

Mr. Brown – I also vote yes and thank you to the developers.

Mr. DeStefano – Yes.

APPLICATIONS:

1. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR THE MONMOUTH MEDICAL CENTER FOUNDATION

2. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR ST. MICHAELS CHURCH

     3.  APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR THE LONG BRANCH BAND

          PARENTS ASSOCIATION

4. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR 180 TURNING LIVES

AROUND

5. TRANSFER OF A TAXI OWNERS LICENSE FROM AYRES GRAY TO

           AHMED ELZAMEK

A motion by Councilperson Celli to approve the listed applications was seconded by Councilperson Brown and carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Councilwoman Celli - Two things this evening, both I think are fairly important.  About ten days ago there was a fire in one of our neighboring communities.  I happened to have a friend that lived at the Fountains Condominiums, luckily they got out all right.  They lost a lot of things and the reason I am telling you this is because I am very proud to say that at least two of our fire companies, OB’s and Branchport were there at the scene.  Not much of it was mentioned in the paper for some reason, I don’t know why but we in Long Branch always support our surrounding communities and you need to know they were there and they did an excellent job and tomorrow is a special day, to all of you gentleman and ladies, please don’t forget Happy Valentines Day.

Councilman Giordano – No comment.

Councilman Unger  - I just wanted to say something about Mr. Viviano, I’m glad that we honored him tonight.  I think he’s a magnificent soul and what he stands for to me I am very proud to support as an American and I believe this case is a landmark case and I believe this is history in the making and that’s why I want to see the judges on the Appellate panel and eventually in the Supreme Court have access to all the possible information to all the possible arguments to all the possible legal, political and social theory that they can have in order to come to their decision and so I read Ron Chen’s brief, I thought it was enlightening and I’m not an attorney and I want to stress that but I think it’s beneficial to the public interest and to the wider public debate to have this argument available.  He is the public advocate, he represents the people of New Jersey and the people’s interest and he is supported by the administration so I think his brief is extremely meaningful.  Thank you.

Council Vice President Brown  - As Dr. Celli stated, we can never say enough good about our Fire Safety.  The gentlemen for a very courage fight and thank God we did not lose any lives in that terrible fight during that weather.  My oldest granddaughter turned 5 yesterday and because tomorrow is Valentines Day, to each and every lady in the audience I wish you all a Happy Valentines.

Council President DeStefano – No comment.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion by Councilperson Celli to adjourn this meeting at 9:20 p.m. was seconded by Councilperson Giordano.
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