 The Regular Meeting of the Long Branch City Council was held on Tuesday, January 9, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 344 Broadway, Long Branch, New Jersey.

 

PRESENT:

 
Dr. Mary Jane Celli, Councilwoman; Anthony Giordano, Councilman; Brian Unger, Councilman; David G. Brown, Council Vice President; Michael DeStefano, Council President

 
OTHERS PRESENT:

 
Mayor Adam Schneider; Howard Woolley, Business Administrator; Ronald Mehlhorn, Finance Director; James G. Aaron, City Attorney; Irene A. Joline, City Clerk

The pledge of allegiance was recited and certification was read.

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:

December 26, 2006

Motion by Councilperson Celli, seconded by Councilperson Brown to approve the minutes of December 26, 2006 was carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 3, Abstain 2 – Giordano, Unger  

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL CONSIDERATION

#41-06 AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING LOWDEN COURT CIRCLE AS A FIRE LANE PURSUANT TO SECTION 325-14 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LONG BRANCH

      A motion by Councilperson Brown to open the public hearing on said ordinance was seconded by Councilperson Unger.   

      After ample time was given and no one responded, a motion by Councilperson Brown to close the hearing was seconded by Councilperson Giordano.

       A motion was made by Councilperson Brown, seconded by Councilperson Celli to adopt on third and final reading was carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5        
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION:  Public hearing January 23, 2007
#1-07 ORDINANCE CALENDAR YEAR 2007 – AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (NJSA 40A:4-45.14)

       A motion by Councilperson Brown to introduce upon first reading, publish and post according to law and set the public hearing for January 23, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. was seconded by Councilperson Unger - Ayes 5

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Councilwoman Celli - This is Martin Luther King week and there are services at various churches throughout the City.  I would like to remind people of the march on Sunday and also the service at the Second Baptist Church on Sunday at 3pm.  There will also be a walk.  On Monday there will be a speech at the Martin Luther King Memorial on Atlantic Avenue at 10:00 and Tyrone Garrett will be the speaker and I encourage everyone to participate, thank you.

Councilman Giordano – No comment.

Councilman Unger – Expressed condolences on the recent passing of Mr. DeStefano’s mother.  I just want to make a comment on press reports on the press conference that I attended with community leaders on December 26th regarding the recent state of homicides in our City.  I just wanted to say for the record that I was incorrectly quoted as saying that “changes need to be made in the police department” or by implication in the leadership of our City’s police department.  That news report which paraphrased comments I actually made and included comments I did not make but which others did misrepresented my position then and now.  I have complete faith in the professionalism of William Richards our Public Safety Director and in the job that his men and women perform for this City.  My intention then as now is to encourage community groups and community leaders to engage the administration and the City Council honestly and without political intent with the desire to do good for our residents and for our children.  Some people may have noticed that there is some friction between some community groups and the administration and some of the groups that have spoken out.  I want to say this about that fact, I am convinced that what our residents, taxpayers and most citizens really want is not divisive of rederick but real dialogue and honest constructive work between the community groups and City Hall.  This means putting aside rancor, putting aside resentment, putting aside resentment, putting aside perceived political gain and working together for the betterment of Long Branch and all Long Branchers.  Today I spoke with Freeholder elect Barbara McMorrow and she told me that today at the Manalapan Library the Counties Human Services Department held a forum or presentation by the County prosecutor to educate social workers and youth workers on the subject of gangs and I don’t know if you are aware of that, I certainly wasn’t.  This is precisely the type of community outreach that maybe needed and probably is needed and I think that we need more of it and I’d like to reach out to the Prosecutors department and perhaps the Mayor would like to look into it and see if that’s a presentation we can have here in Long Branch and I also want to stress that I believe that we need the involvement and input of all of our community groups, our church leaders, our school leaders and others as well and what I’m simply saying is we need to do this together.  Thank you.

Council Vice President Brown – Dr. Celli mentioned the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Week and as a member of the memorial guild I would encourage all of you to participate in the rest of the weeks programming and possibly the dinner at the Portuguese Club this Friday but more importantly to come along with us if you can’t march on Sunday be at the Second Baptist Church on Liberty Street where the (inaudible) will be the guest preacher and Mr. (inaudible) being our former secretary of state for the State of New Jersey speaking on behalf of the life and times and the meaning of Dr. Martin Luther Kings life and the meaning that it still has for us as the City of Long Branch.  

I also would like to commend our DPW, all the men and women of the Department of Public Works, twice this week citizens have approached me on the fine job that they do and sometimes publicly we do not acknowledge.  There is no big storm, there’s no backed up garbage but the guys do a fantastic job day in and day out and I publicly would like to commend the entire department.  Thank you.

Council President DeStefano – No comment.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

              A motion by Councilperson Unger to open the public portion of the meeting was seconded by Councilperson Celli. 

Gabe Barabas – NJ Repertory Company – 179 Broadway

Updated the Council and Mayor of the activities of the Theater in the past year, 2006.

Margaret Rice – Branton Avenue

Went over the schedule of the Long Branch Public Library.  January 16th they are doing a program on the White Ridge Cemetery at 7pm.

Lori Ann Vendetti – 33, 38 Ocean Terrace

Wished everyone a belated holiday season.  Spoke regarding a gentleman named Pat Fritches from Haddon Twp. NJ who owned a pub.  He was a leader in eminent domain.  Read an article by Kathy Hogan who is the Deputy Mayor about Pat.  With this I pay tribute to Jimmy Liu, Lucy Cook, Mary LaConte, Mary Viviano, all who have died since eminent domain has effected their lives.  

Jean Hastings – 53 Hobart Manor

Spoke regarding the boardwalk / beach last Saturday.  It was amazing.  I don’t call it Pier Village, I just call it Long Branch.  It was how we used to know.

Diana Multare – 21 North Bath Avenue

Spoke regarding transparency in Government and meetings of the governing body.  We feel we are getting negative non-verbal feedback.  Spoke regarding the five-minute rule.  

Kevin Brown – 162 Broadway

Spoke regarding the gang activity in the community.  Stated how impressed on how the Long Branch Police handled the situations and how quickly they did their jobs.  Spoke regarding the acquisition of lower Broadway.  Stated that the properties should remain up to code until decisions are made on the site so they don’t look unused and inviting to gangs.  

Denise Hoagland – 68 Ocean Terrace

Let Kevin know that that is a part of eminent domain and what is going on is what went on in MTOTSA last year.  It’s all part of the plan to make the area look blighted and an area in need of redevelopment.

Donna Peterson – 104 Rockwell Avenue

Spoke regarding the Chelsea House and Chomper property on Morris Avenue and affordable housing.  

Mayor Schneider stated that it was privately owned and the City has never owned it.  

Donna Peterson asked if Kelly Builders are related to the ones down by the beach.

The Mayor stated he doesn’t know what properties she was talking about and what properties she was referring to.  Morris and Bath don’t even cross.

Mr. Brown stated that he doesn’t think so.

Donna Peterson asked what a reverse mortgage was and what are we going to do about gangs?

Carl Linfonte – 564 Broadway

Spoke regarding trash and the dumpsters across the street on Broadway he was allowed to use.  My friend was cited for illegal dumping because something fell out of the dumpster.  Am I entitled to use that dumpster?  It’s a minor problem but its something that’s important enough for my reputation.  

The Mayor asked that he sees him after the meeting and give him his phone number.

Councilwoman Celli stated that she will look into it and he will get an answer one way or the other.

Harold Cooper – 113 S. 7th Avenue

Wished everyone a healthy peaceful and prosperous New Year.  Spoke regarding what Dr. King would be doing if he was aware of the things that have been going on in the City.  The Community needs to wake up.  We need to start addressing our children.  

Marco Diaz – 99 Garfield Court

Told the Mayor and Council about a meeting he is having next week and gave each one a hand out.  Wants the Mayor and Council to support him.  

Terry Blair – 465 Sairs Avenue

Spoke regarding good stuff and Pier Village.  Spoke regarding the Municipal Budget and workforce housing.  There is a lack of evening recreation.  In our school system right now, there are a lot of children who are from unstable families.  Their life circumstances have presented that as an issue.  I would like to offer to assist with what would be to have more active human services and asked if we had a Task Force of any kind that addresses multi cultural complexities and thirdly, we need to stabilize more work force professionals and in terms of recreation, how can we develop later evening recreation?

Michele Bobrow – 295 Ocean Boulevard

Wished everyone a happy and healthy and prosperous New Year.  Spoke regarding the CAP waiver ordinance that was introduced.  How much of the additional money you approved last year was actually used?

Mr. Mehlhorn stated that the actual amount that was approved last year probably hasn’t been used.  It’s probably included in the bank that we have.  The bank will be about $750,000 which gives us leeway in the future if something comes up that we have to increase our CAP base.  This is not dollar s whatsoever, this is an allowance.  

Michele Bobrow – Regarding the bill list, what are the Mark Aikins bills for?

Mayor Schneider stated that he is the conflict attorney for Beachfront South.  

Mr. Aaron has a conflict and has not represented the City in negotiations.  

Michele Bobrow – Thompson Design Group, prepay of $26,000 for design services, could you tell me what that’s for?

Mr. Mehlhorn stated it was their normal contract that was awarded to them paid for by the developer through escrow funds.  

Michele Bobrow – Asked Mr. Aaron if he was going to update the public on redevelopment tonight.

Mr. Aaron stated, no.

Austin Gelser – 385 Ocean Boulevard

Commended the DPW regarding replacing the dangerous boards that are sticking up and some of the rusty pipes.  Asked if there is beach access south of Pier Village and do the old stairs that go down from the boardwalk to the beach, do they constitute beach access and if they do not, is the City in violation of the federal American for disabilities act?

The Mayor stated that the stairs are absolutely public access.  When the boardwalk is rebuilt, we are going to be building ramps.  

Harold Bobrow – 295 Ocean Boulevard

Asked Mr. Mehlhorn about the Ordinance for introduction, is there a reason why we cannot introduce this at a later time?

Mr. Mehlhorn stated that it has to be introduced and adopted prior to the introduction of the City budget.  I don’t have any money sitting anywhere.  This gives us the leeway to go the extra dollar.  It may not come from taxpayer money.  There may be surplus available.  It’s a leeway to allow expenditures to be put in the budget.  

Harold Bobrow – Asked Mr. Aaron if there was anything new in Beachfront South.

Mr. Aaron stated that there is nothing that he can report in public that is going on.

Harold Bobrow – Spoke regarding televised meetings and Comcast.  Asked when Comcast contract is up that they supply the camera people and equipment in order to televise over Comcast station the meetings.  

Went on to ask Mr. Mehlhorn about Fire Department uniforms and asked if we spent $1000 on a Fire Chiefs uniform?  Asked if it were turn out gear and uniform both?

Mr. Mehlhorn stated he believes its turn out gear and the uniform.

After ample time was given and no one else responded, a motion by Councilperson Celli to close the public portion of the meeting was seconded by Councilperson Brown.           

RESOLUTIONS:

On file in the Clerks Office and the City’s Web-Site

APPLICATIONS:

1. APPROVAL OF TIMOTHY PHILLIPS AS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE ATLANTIC ENGINE COMPANY

2. APPROVAL OF ANDREW SPIEZIO AS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE OCEANIC FIRE ENGINE COMPANY

3. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY (ON PREMISE)

4. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY (50/50) 

A motion by Councilperson Unger to approve the listed applications was seconded by Councilperson Brown and carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5

REDEVELOPMENT UPDATE

NONE

ADJOURNMENT

A motion by Councilperson Celli to adjourn this meeting at 9:00 p.m. was seconded by Councilperson Unger.
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