 The Regular Meeting of the Long Branch City Council was held on Tuesday, January 23, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 344 Broadway, Long Branch, New Jersey.

 

PRESENT:

 
Dr. Mary Jane Celli, Councilwoman; Anthony Giordano, Councilman; Brian Unger, Councilman; David G. Brown, Council Vice President; Michael DeStefano, Council President

 
OTHERS PRESENT:

 
Mayor Adam Schneider; Lawrence Shapiro, Esq., Assistant City Attorney; Michael Muscillo, Aide to the Mayor; Ronald Mehlhorn, Finance Director; Irene A. Joline, City Clerk

ABSENT:

Howard Woolley, Business Administrator; James G. Aaron, City Attorney
The pledge of allegiance was recited and certification was read.

 
READING AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:

January 9, 2007
Motion by Councilperson Celli seconded by Councilperson Brown to approve the minutes of January 9, 2007 was carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCES

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL CONSIDERATION

#1-07 ORDINANCE CALENDAR YEAR 2007 – AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (NJSA 40A:4-45.14)

 A motion by Councilperson Giordano to open the public hearing on said ordinance was seconded by Councilperson Unger.   

Harold Bobrow – 295 Ocean Boulevard

Asked Mr. Mehlhorn what we didn’t use from the last budget to this budget.  

Mr. Mehlhorn stated approximately $475,000.00.

Discussion ensued regarding monies set aside in the budget. 

Michele Bobrow – 295 Ocean Boulevard

Asked Mr. Mehlhorn what will be the change in the average tax bill?

Mr. Mehlhorn stated that the budget is not complete and we have no idea what the taxes are.

Discussion ensued regarding taxes and expenditures.

Donna Peterson – 104 Rockwell Avenue

You don’t know if this going to affect the homeowners with taxes going up?

Mr. Mehlhorn – No. 

Ms. Peterson went on to speak about taxes and homes for sale.

After ample time was given and no one else responded, a motion by Councilperson Brown to close the hearing was seconded by Councilperson Celli.

       A motion was made by Councilperson Brown, seconded by Councilperson Giordano to adopt on third and final reading was carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5      
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION:  Public hearing February 13, 2007
#2-07 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LONG BRANCH IN MONMOUTH COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 45 ENTITLED “FIRE DEPARTMENT” OF THE CITY OF LONG BRANCH GENERAL ORDINANCES

       A motion by Councilperson Giordano to introduce upon first reading, publish and post according to law and set the public hearing for February 13, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. was seconded by Councilperson Brown  - Ayes 5

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

              A motion by Councilperson Giordano to open the public portion of the meeting was seconded by Councilperson Brown. 

Austin Gelzer – 385 Ocean Boulevard

Distributed information to Council regarding ADA compliance on the beachfront.  (Hand out attached to minutes)

Bill Nordahl – 67 Marine Terrace Apt. 3

Commented on the Public Advocates brief and the MTOTSA case.  Read portions of an article into the record from Scott Bullock and the notice from the City from 1996 regarding redevelopment.

Reverend Kevin Brown – 162 Broadway

Spoke regarding time constraints on public comment.  Spoke regarding resolution R10-07.  It’s inappropriate and untimely.  Spoke regarding the confrontation between the Mayor and the Public Advocate.

Michele Bobrow – 295 Ocean Boulevard

Agrees that it is rash to pass R10-07.  Spoke regarding a $5,000 relocation payment of the Bill list.  

Mr. Mehlhorn explained.

Spoke regarding R18-07 regarding the auditor.  Wondered why there are so few proposals.

Mr. Mehlhorn stated that there were no other proposals.  

Asked about R21-07, the UEZ.  Asked who the redevelopment consultant was.  

Mr. Mehlhorn said that it was a request for the UEZ administration in Trenton to authorize them to give us $225,000 for this project.  There is no one filling that position because it hasn’t been approved yet.  

Mrs. Bobrow stated she went to the Tax Assessors office today and they were not helpful, the Clerk’s office was.  I’m not used to getting put off by staff here.  They were too busy to give me information.

Harold Bobrow – 295 Ocean Boulevard

Regarding the UEZ money, asked Mr. Mehlhorn if the $40,000 will be paid back to this fund by the redeveloper once its chose in that area.

Mr. Mehlhorn – No.

Asked the Mayor, do one of the developers own the building that you have your law practice in?

Mayor Schneider – No.

R18-07, the resolution is written incorrectly and should not be passed tonight.  Is this firm for the Auditing, are they auditors or are they lawyers.  

Mr. Mehlhorn stated auditors.

Mr. Bobrow pointed out that the resolution said for “legal services”.  It’s incorrect.  They are not a legal firm, they are a CPA firm.  

Went on to speak about the Public Advocate and where he stands on the Long Branch case.  

Bernard Gorcey – 36 Second Avenue

Spoke regarding Assemblyman Keans Bill and eminent domain.  I would like the Chambers to be open for a meeting with Assemblyman Kean.  

Marcus Diaz – 99 Garfield Court

Why is my non-profit not on the agenda for my cause.  I’m looking for support.   

Council President DeStefano stated he would talk to Mr. Diaz after the meeting.

Donna Peterson – 104 Rockwell Avenue

Spoke regarding the Sea Bright and Monmouth Beach bridge and how it cannot accommodate people coming to Long Branch and also regarding widening Route 36. 

Went on to speak about Pier Village being a mixed community.  Do not pass R10-07.  Don’t tear down Broadway.  Spoke regarding illegal immigrants in Freehold and obtaining ID’s.  Spoke regarding reverse mortgages.  

Denise Hoagland – 68 Ocean Terrace

Also objects to R10-07.  Spoke regarding Mr. McGuire, appraiser and other appraisers in the Long Branch redevelopment area.  Spoke regarding a resolution that was passed in Edison regarding the power of eminent domain being put the ballot.  Went on to speak about Assemblyman Kean’s stand on eminent domain abuse.   

Margaret Rice – 176 Branton Avenue

Spoke regarding courses and programs at the library and the next monthly program is Feb. 13th regarding the celebration of Black History Month.  Arnese Knox will be making a presentation.

After ample time was given and no one else responded, a motion by Councilperson Giordano to close the public portion of the meeting was seconded by Councilperson Celli.           

Mr. DeStefano – Before we proceed with the resolutions I’d like to, in light of the legal and audit issue, this is not approving this resolution, what I am going to do is ask for a motion just to correct paragraph six of 18-06 to change the word from legal to audit on the resolution.  Can I have a motion on that please?

Dr. Celli – So moved.

Councilman Brown – Second.

Irene Joline – Dr. Celli?

Dr. Celli – Yes

Irene Joline – Mr. Giordano?

Councilman Giordano – Yes.

Irene Joline – Mr. Unger?

Councilman Unger – No.

Irene Joline – Mr. Brown?

Councilman Brown – Yes.

Irene Joline – Mr. DeStefano?

Councilman DeStefano – Yes.

RESOLUTIONS:

On file in the Clerks Office and the City’s Web-Site

APPLICATIONS:

1. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR PTO ILAN HIGH SCHOOL

2. APPROVAL OF A RAFFLE LICENSE FOR EDUCATION FOUNDATION OF LITTLE SILVER
3. APPROVAL OF RAFFLE LICENSE FOR UNITED WAY OF MONMOUTH COUNTY 

A motion by Councilperson Celli to approve the listed applications was seconded by Councilperson Giordano and carried out upon the following roll call vote:  Ayes 5

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Councilwoman Celli - No comment.

Councilman Giordano – No comment.

Council Vice President Brown  - We have heard you, we continue to hear you.  Hopefully we can make better community contact to you by having this portion of the meeting moved to the end so that we can still discuss before you go home.  Thank you.

Councilman Unger  - I wanted to thank Austin Gelzer for speaking about beach access and bringing this to our attention and I hope that the administration and the City attorney look into the materials provided and get us some feed back perhaps by the next Council meeting as to Mr. Gelzer ‘s issue that he raised here today.  I also want to thank several folks who spoke out on eminent domain and I want to say for the record that I hope Ron Chen’s briefs succeeds, I also read it.  I’m not an attorney but I thought he did a fine job and I’m hoping this helps overturn the case in the trial of court.  As far as Marco Diaz goes, Marco, as I said I’m sorry I missed your meeting, I was sick as I mentioned to you on the telephone, however I do hope you come up afterwards because I think there is some confusion among at least three Council people as to exactly what you would like to have on the agenda so if you come up then maybe we can work something out for you.  Thank you.

Council President DeStefano – No comment.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion by Councilperson Celli to adjourn this meeting at 9:00 p.m. was seconded by Councilperson Brown.
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